
PALMERSTON NORTH 
DANCE ASSOCIATION 

40th Anniversary 
 

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th, 2017 



 Greetings to you all from the PNDA team of 
2017  

 Presidents Report - Maryanne Mechen  

Celebrating forty years is a significant milestone in our association’s history. We have inherited a wonderful 
legacy from the early beginnings of the Palmerston North Dance Association.   

Everything we do today is built on initiatives from the past...  Working with our editor Kathy Geange on this 
anniversary edition, delightful treasures from the past were unearthed giving us a peek into our history.  

The formation of the Palmerston North Dance Association is closely connected to the NZ Ballet company and 
its founder Poul Gnatt. Poul travelled the country in the early seventies to raise funds for the ballet          
Company’s survival. Local dance teachers rallied to that call. Together they organised dance events hosting 
company performances and concerts involving local dance schools and students. Their efforts were praised 
and the idea expressed that this type of ongoing collaboration would benefit the city.    

The Palmerston North Arts Council, with support from dance teachers and other key people in the perform-
ing arts sector, initiated the formation of the Palmerston North Dance Association. This was formalised in 
December 1972. Membership of the Association was not limited to dance teachers and dancers, but open to 
all those who played a role in supporting dance. Annual subscription was $2. From its 
early beginnings the emphasis was on supporting the participation and appreciation 
of the many dance initiatives happening in the city.  

The Association’s first public activity was to prepare 
something for the Palmerston North Festival of the Arts 
1973.  “Festival of dance and movement” was performed 
at the Opera House on June 16th. The festival featured Scottish, creative, modern, 
tap, ballroom, ballet styles of dance and a physical education demonstration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

100 children attended the Associ-
ation’s first dance workshop with 
Guest teacher Val Deakin covering 
ballet and modern dance styles. 

Dance Competition Festivals were 
held in 1978, 1980, and 1982—
the last competition in the first 
period of the PNDA was 1991.  



The PNDA organised two major ballet productions involving all the dance    
students from the dance studios in Palmerston North. The productions were 
choreographed by Gwenda Britton, a young dance teacher on the scene who 
had yet to open her own Dance Studio.   - Cinderella 1979  



The PNDA Dance workshops and seminars were very popular and also held at regular intervals   

We uncovered  a 1978 newsletter , which was too good not to share : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The organisation was an important conduit of news. The  newsletters advertising key dance events and most 
importantly, sharing  news of dancer and teacher members from home and abroad, their successes and   sig-
nificant life happenings. Events organised by the PNDA supported the individual efforts of local teachers and 
their students, but also involved the wider talents of the dance community across  New Zealand which stimu-
lated and broadened the participation and appreciation of Performing Arts in the city.  

The PNDA yearly programme involves two Dance Competitions:   

Restricted Competition for first time performers and non- winners in February/ March 

Open Competition festival in September / October. (Six day)  

We hold a non competitive dance concert titled “Dance 2000 series” involving all of the member dance 
schools in Palmerston North and the wider Manawatu area, alternating years with Dance workshops. 

June 21st – closing date for trip to Sydney (an organised 8 day tour escorted by famous NZ ballet star Rowena 
Jackson to Sydney to see Margot Fonteyn and others.  

$386 full fare and accommodation including seat at the performance.) 

June 24th - Open Ballet day with Miss Dolores Thomas of Wellington 

June 25th - Greek Ethnic day  - Billets are offered for any out of town students who would like to stay the night  

“Great News” from Scotland—congratulations to Miss Judith Mohekey (Limbrick St P Nth) who is now a soloist 
with the Scottish Ballet Company! 

Hansel and Gretel 1983 



The PNDA is in a position today of being a host for the 4th time to the National Young Performer Awards, 
held in our city in October.  We are a member society of PACANZ (Performing Arts Competition Association 
of NZ formed in 1966). The National Young Performer Awards have been held each year in October since 
1977.  We hold our PACANZ NYPA nominations at our March competitions . 

 

We established the Monica Skinner Scholarship tertiary study in 2010. (Monica Skinner was secretary of the 
PNDA when she died of Cancer in 2009) Funds permitting, the Scholarship is awarded yearly to a local      
dancer/s embarking on tertiary studies. (see next page for recipients to date) 

We produce a yearly newsletter which is a source of inspiration to everyone involved with us over the year.  
So if you are reading this, pat yourself on the back now. Chances are you are a dancer, a teacher, a parent, a 
grandparent, a sibling, a family friend a supporter or a committee member. Past or present, all of our contri-
butions are an integral part of the Palmerston North Dance Association  

What has been achieved over the years and what we achieve in the present is awesome.  

What we know is that it isn’t a chance happening, it involves a commitment of resources, time, effort and for 
the committees over the years, too many hours of volunteering to count   

Foundations for a healthy performing arts sector are laid in communities with organisations like the PNDA 
across this country. We are very fortunate to have such a vibrant dance community to work with in Palmer-
ston North. Today the Association’s membership reflects the original  intention at the time of formation – 
consisting of teachers and students (past and present), parents and supporters involved in classical ballet, 
contemporary, modern jazz, hip-hop, tap and traditional Irish dance, musical theatre and others. 

As the baton holders of 2017, we can all feel proud that we have continued to build on the legacy that has 
been passed on to us.  

 

 Happy 40th          
Anniversary! 



Emma Martin 2010. Graduate NZSOD. 
Freelance Dancer & Choreographer 

Ashley Hodges 2011.                   
Photographer & Dance Teacher 

Nicola Morrison 2012. Graduated 
Whitireia. Currently in CLOC Musical 
Theatre’s The Chorus Line. Melbourne 

Emily Hancock 2014. Studying Contemporary 
Dance at UNITEC. Auckland. 

Michelle Geange 2014.            
Victoria University Kara Imrie 2013.  Graduated 

Whitireia. Currently at EuroDisney 

Luke Cooper 2015. Graduate NZSOD 
Daniel Hardcastle 2015. At Brent Street 

Studios. Sydney. 

Meg Morrison 2016. Studying at  
Dance World Studios. Melbourne.  

MONICA SKINNER 
SCHOLARSHIP        

RECIPIENTS        
since 2010 



Gala evening 2016 Globe Theatre 
with Sir Jon and Lady Jackie Trimmer, Deirdre Tarrant, the 

Mayor Grant Smith, Deputy Mayor Tangi Utikere, Councillor 
Susan Baty, and NZSOD guest artists Luke Cooper and     

Jessica  Hao Chung Fan. 



Retiring Treasurer and Competition    
Convener  

Michelle Bowater 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the work of a more 
recent long serving member.  

Michelle Bowater is retiring from the Committee at the end of the year.  

Michelle joined the PNDA in 2001; she took over the competition convener 
role in 2003, and has continued in the role until this year. She also took on 
the role of funding coordinator in 2009 and the treasurer role in 2011, both 
of which she will hand over at our 2017 AGM.  

The PNDA likes to pride itself on working as a team, and we have been lucky to have had a solid core of     
people since 2000, however Michelle's commitment stands out, and her no fuss approach will be missed. So 
it is time to say thank you Michelle, but not goodbye, Michelle says she will be around to give us a hand from 
time to time. We will hold her to that.   

 

Palmerston North Dance Association - join us!  
P.O. Box 655 Palmerston North 4440  

The PNDA committee invites you to consider joining us as a member. We offer the following benefits:  

One free festival pass to our main competitions in September/October (worth $25).  

Discounted entry to events including our biennial Workshops or Dance 2000 series.  

Invitation to our Gala Evening.  

PNDA newsletter celebrating local events and successes.  

Consideration for any funding opportunities.  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 2017  
Application Form can be found on the PNDA Facebook page or PNDA.nz  

(or contact Lauren Francis : email euterpe@xtra.co.nz)  

Membership Fee: Teacher Membership $20.00 per year  

Family Membership $20.00 per year  

Single Membership $10.00 per year  

Internet Banking:  
Westpac 03 1522 0013110 00  



2016 Monica Skinner Scholarship  

Recipient — Meg Morrison 
Dear PNDA, 

Now that the year is nearly over, thought it was appropriate to give an update on how 
life is going for me here in Melbourne!  

In all, I couldn’t be happier! Melbourne is such an amazing place to live, it’s exciting and 
always buzzing with people, I have found that there is always something to do to keep 
me busy. I’ve really enjoyed discovering and finding my independence here and learning 
how to look after myself in such a big city – it’s so different from quiet little Palmy and it 
has taken some getting used to but I really couldn’t be any happier.  

In regards to my course at Dance World Studios, it’s been a real learning journey for me mentally, physically and emotionally. The 
training that I’ve been exposed to is phenomenal and has been very beneficial for me; I’ve personally felt that I have thrived in the 
environment. I don’t think I’ve ever been so motivated and inspired to dance and perform in my life!! Yes, it’s been incredibly   
intense at times where the teachers have literally pushed me to my limits and further, past the point where I thought it was     
physically and mentally possible to reach. But I have survived and felt a personal growth in my dancing. 

The year at Dance World is split into ‘two sections’ - The first half of the year has mid-year exams and then the mid-year show 
“Sneak Preview” and then the second half is repeated with the end of year exams and end of year show “Curtain Call”.  The mid-
year show “Sneak Preview” was probably the best time of my life (sort of). At times, it was really hard. We had extremely long  
rehearsal days of 12+ hours and the intensity of the rehearsals were exhausting and draining, but looking back at it, it honestly was 
so fun. I couldn’t have been happier dancing for that long all day every day. I really feel that my past experience of competitions 
with PNDA and the training I’ve had with the Maureen Ax School of Dance set me up well, mentally and physically, for show time. 
It was treated as if we were professionals and the pressure thrown at us was overwhelming, but the full on days of competitions 
taught me how to manage this pressure and still perform confidently. The show day itself was and will be the biggest highlight of 
my year; it was the most amazing day ever. Not only did my beautiful parents come to Melbourne to surprise me to see the show, 
but being up on stage performing, entertaining and showcasing all genres of dance really brought me back to my roots of dancing 
on the lovely Globe Theatre stage during the PNDA competitions 
where the love for performing all started for me. 

I honestly cannot be more thankful for the support that PNDA has 
given me throughout the years of doing competitions, if it wasn’t for 
the endless encouragement and support I wouldn’t be shaped into 
the person I am today. I am ever so appreciative of wonderful PNDA 
committee for awarding me the Monica Skinner Scholarship. It’s a 
fulfilling feeling to know that I have a group of loving people encour-
aging and believing in me. 

I am thinking of everyone, and look forward to seeing you all in     
December  :) 
Thanks for everything! 

Yours sincerely, 

Meg Morrison. 



My time at Brent Street has been a life changing experience. To be dancing at Brent Street you 
are dancing with the best. By being here I have discovered my passion for Musical Theatre. Not 
only does Brent Street improve my dancing but they have also taught me how to sing and act and 
to be confident by that. I honestly couldn’t have asked for a better experience and to train in such 
an amazing environment that welcomes new artists into the world.  

Thanks PNDA! 

Daniel Hardcastle 

Update from 2015 Monica Skinner Scholarship 
Recipient—Daniel Hardcastle 

2016 Incentive Award Recipient 
Emma Western 

My first year at whitireia has been everything I could've wanted plus more. It's been Full of so many 
amazing things and I can't wait for what's to come. 
 
In term one we settled in to our new classes and new daily routines. Towards the end of the term 
we starting working towards a performance for Cuba Dupa - A big street festival over a few days 

down one of Wellingtons main streets. We were pushing ourselves to the max, trying to impress our new tutors and 
new peers. However in about week 6 of term one I injured some of the ligaments in my back, putting me out of our 
Cuba Dupa performance and out of dancing in general until the end of term. I didn't let this stop me for being a part 
of this though, as I was able to take some photos and videos of the performance, which also is a favourite hobby of 
mine. 
 
Term two was full of events, from what felt like hundreds of assessments to even an audition for Shanghai Disney. 
My biggest achievement was getting through our mock audition which is one of our biggest assessments as part of 
year one. This allows us to get a feeling of what itd be like in an audition once we complete our studies and begin 
our journey in the professional world. As well as dance we had to sing and act in front of a panel - something that 
even the thought of, terrified me at first. 
 
Now, in term three we've been working so hard towards our big year one show of which I 
had the privilege to design the advertising poster and create the preview film. It's been 
extremely stressful at times, thinking to myself it's not possible we can pull this off. How-
ever I'm sure it'll look great from an audience perspective, as us, as dancers are always 
too hard on ourselves! 
 
I have big dreams for my future in the industry, hoping to land jobs in shows and musi-
cals around uk and Europe. Those dreams wouldn't of been possible with PNDA's help. 
I'm so greatful for the supportive they've given and I'm sure will continue to give as I ven-
ture onto a professional career. 
 
Thank you so much. 
- Emma  



Local PACANZ Nominees 2017  
for the National Young Performer Awards  

To be held at the Regent in Palmerston North  - October 20-22nd 
MODERN SOLOISTS 

Charlotte Gilmour—nominated by PNDA 

Jemima Scott—nominated by PNDA 

Ruby O’Neill—MPACS 

Anna Jones—MPACS 

Shavaun Tohill— Associated Ballet & Theatre Club 

Tobyn Gregory—Oamaru Performing Arts Society 

Brienna O’Malley—Kapiti Ballet Society 

SPEECH & DRAMA 

Bronte Tongs 

Digby Werthmuller 

 

INSTRUMENTAL 

Melanie Pinkney 

TROUPES 

Tracy Odell School of Dance—nominated by PNDA 

Dean McKerras School of Dance—Mosgiel Ballet Society 

Extreme Dance—Oamaru Performing Arts 

Maureen Ax SoD—MPACS 

Maximum Dance Zone—Wanganui Competitions Society 

Catherine Inger SoD—Kapiti Ballet Society 

Danceworks Studios—Taieri Comps Soc. 



Junior Ballet 

Junior Hip Hop 

JUNE 2017  
DANCE WORKSHOPS  
with Turid Revfeim 
Classical Tutor - NZ School of Dance  
teaching Repertoire from Swan Lake 

and Stephanie Lee 
Dancer and Tutor - The Company NZ 



Intermediate Ballet 

Intermediate Hip Hop 



Senior Ballet 

Senior Hip Hop 



Maximum Dance Zone        
has had a fantastic year!  We finished 2016 with a beautiful performance of 
'Snow White' with   Marian Sun taking the lead role. 
It is wonderful to see so many students learning to dance at Maximum Dance 
Zone.  Our NZAMD Contemporary and hip hop exams had fantastic results 
including Marian Sun and Brie Searle being awarded their solo level's in Hip 
Hop.  Amy Lampp received two nomination's for Contemporary and Hip Hop, 
and Marian Sun a contemporary nomination. 
Under the expert guidance of 'Jo Berrett' our contemporary crew has success-
fully made it to the PACANZ nationals and are very excited to be a part of this 
in October 
Our competition students have had many successes including Ariana Buttar 
receiving the 'most promising dancer' at the Manawatu and New Plymouth 
competitions. 
It was very exciting for 12 of our vocational ballet girls to spend a week in  
Wellington at the NZSOD winter school.  We are busy now preparing for 6 
days of RAD Ballet grades and ISTD Modern and tap exams. 
We look forward to our annual recital to be held on December the 1st and 
2nd at the Boys High Speirs centre.. 
We are all excitedly anticipating Miss Chanel's twin girls arrival :)  We have 
such a versatile staff who are all so passionate about 'dance' and love work-
ing with our students. I am so proud of our dance school and would like to 
thank my fantastic staff for your wonderful input:  Joanna Berrett, Chantel-
le Christensen, Emma Carey, Kristina Beddis, Chanel Saunders,  Kayla Wil-
ton, Marian Sun, Madeline McHardy, India Bos, Emma Jane Skinner and 
Bailee McConnell.  If you would like to find out more about Maximum 
dance zone please check out our website www.maximumdance.co.nz 

40th ANNIVERSARY !!!! 
CONGRATULATIONS PNDA 

An amazing achievement—thanks to the dedication and hard work of 
so many volunteers 

http://www.maximumdance.co.nz


THE MICHELLE ROBINSON DANCE STUDIO'S  
production of “Tales of Beatrix Potter” was held in the Globe Theatre in the 
last week of July. The Production had a great response from the public, and 
the students enjoyed their “week as a fulltime dancer” 
Jazz examinations will be held this term and Ballet examinations at the end of 

the year. Students are also preparing for the 
PNDA Competitions in the Regent on Broadway 
in Septembers. 
Photos are:   rehearsal shot of Les Nuages 
               :   Ava Smith as Beatrix Potter 

 
CONGRATULATIONS PNDA ON YOUR 40th ANNIVERSARY! 

Dean Mckerras School of Dance  
continues to offer over 80 classes a week to our 400 students- we love it!  

In July we had our second World Class Dance Tour to LA with a 70 strong party making the most of the experience of a 
lifetime this trip provides- a lot of fundraising for our dance school community but very much worth all the effort. 
  
Our studio wide examinations across all genres and syllabi were hugely successful with 100% pass rates - such a  
wonderful measurement of student progress. 
  
Our Solos, duos & trios and Squad programmes continue to build 
in numbers allowing us to support and make the most of the 
competition circuit- we are so proud of many fantastic results. 
We very much look forward to Nationals with Tobyn Gregory and 
the boys with ‘I see Fire’ representing our studio. 
  
Congratulations to PNDA on 40 years! Wow! 
Here’s to the next 40 years!  
 

Dean Mckerras 
Creator & Director DanceNZmade 
Director Dean Mckerras School of Dance 
0272850284  www.dancenzmade.co.nz   www.danceman.co.nz 

 
Hi Maryanne, 
Thank you so much for the invitation for Hope and I to attend the PNDA Gala Event. We are 
both now living back in Auckland so unfortunately will be unable to join you on this occasion.  
On the 40th anniversary of the PNDA we sent our hearty congratulations and gratitude to all 
who have helped over the years to provide encouragement and support to the Manawatu 
dance community. Best wishes for another successful dance competition and gala event. 
Warm regards 
Debbie and Hope Jameson  
 

http://www.dancenzmade.co.nz/
http://www.danceman.co.nz/


Wow, 40 years representing and encour-
aging dance in Palmerston North! Having been 
involved in these competitions for many years, I 
can honestly say they are a highlight and I'm so 
delighted my students get to experience and 
make the same types of memories I hold so dear.       The Teachers and student of DanceWorks Studios are hard at 
work getting ready for our favourite time of the year ...    Concert time! This year we are doing Tink & Swan Lake (not 
the traditional version) and there is a lot of excitement for our December 9 & 10 shows.  This comes after an extreme-
ly full on but successful exam period where our students achieved some of the highest marks to date across all our gen-
res - I could not be prouder of the effort the students and teachers put in and to see it reward so highly was amazing.                                                                                           
DanceWorks Studios is also very proud to welcome Highland dancing to the studio under the very knowledgeable   
Shelley Easton. Also joining the teaching staff is Alaina Sims, a former programme director in the USA. 

DanceWorks Studios 
Marika Harvey (nee McConachy) 

Congratulations to present and past members of PNDA on your 40th anniversary.    
You are providing a platform for local students to take part in your workshops, concerts and competitions  As one of the 
founders of the PNDA, it is great to have reached this achievement. Maureen Ax MNZM  - Enjoy the love of dance. 

 

The Maureen Ax school of Dance has had a successful year in competitions and exams. Congratulations to Anna Jones 
(Jazz & Tap), Charlotte Gilmour (Jazz) and Tilly O’Neill (Jazz) how have received NZAMD scholarship nominations and 
will be travelling to Auckland to compete in November.  
 
4 students have been nominated to compete in PACANZ : Charlotte Gilmour, Ruby O’Neill, Anna Jones and Brieanna 
O’Malley.  Our senior troupe “Between Two Lungs”, choreographed by Louise Baker, also received a nomination for the 
PACANZ Troupes section. Our junior troupe 
won the junior modern group section at the 
MPACS competition and have enjoyed com-
peting and performing at local events this year.  
Ruby O’Neill won the MPACS senior Jazz 
championship and has received first place at 
several competitions for her  lyrical and con-
temporary. She has been attending the NZSD 
contemporary intensive in Auckland and won a 
scholarship to attend Kairos dance convention 
in both Wellington and Auckland.   
At the last PNDA September competitions Tilly 
O’Neill won the junior jazz championship and 
Isabelle Purdy received 2nd place as well as 1st 
for her lyrical in several competitions through-
out the country. Tilly has enjoyed her year as a 
NZSD Junior Contemporary Associate. 
Meg Morrison is studying dance at Apo Arts Academy fulltime school in Melbourne and loving it!  
We are looking forward to our annual production, which will be a variety concert held early December at the Regent on 
Broadway.  
Louise Baker 

Maureen Ax School of Dance 



Ballet Championships Jazz Championships 

Senior: 1st Charlotte Gilmour; 2nd Jordan McIlwaine;    
3rd Tobyn Gregory 

Intermediate: 1st Jemima Scott; 2nd Macy Cook;                               
3rd Isabella Jones 

 

Senior: 1st Jordan McIlwaine; 2nd  Jemima Scott; 3rd Charlotte 
Gilmour—with Deirdre Tarrant and Sir Jon Trimmer 

Intermediate: 1st Gemma Lew; 2nd Marie Jones;                
3rd Isabella Jones 

Junior: 1st Matthew Lyne;2nd Ava Palmer-Rennie;                    
3rd  Olivia Duncan and Kaydence Cochran 

PNDA Competitions. September 2016 

Junior: 1st Olivia Duncan; 2nd Acaciah Davis; 3rd Mercedes Lang and 
Amelia Simpson 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
PACANZ National Young Performer Awards 
19th—22nd October 2017 
Applications close—Monica Skinner Memorial Scholarship 
Tues 7th November 2017 
PNDA AGM 
December 2017—date to be advised :) 

2018 
PNDA  Tap Restricted Competition including Tap Troupes, PACANZ 
Tap Nominations and Open Impromptus 
23—25 February 2018. Globe Theatre 
PNDA Restricted Ballet & Modern Competitions + PACANZ  Troupe 
& Modern Nominations 
23—25 March 2018. Regent on Broadway 
PNDA Dance 2018 
June 2018. Regent on Broadway 
PNDA Dance Competitions - Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Contemporary and HipHop 

 September—October 2018. Regent on Broadway 
PACANZ NYPA 2018— Ballet, Tap, Vocal and Piano 

October 2018. Regent on Broadway. Hosted by PNDA and MPACS 

Palmerston North Dance Association Inc.        
P O Box 655 Palmerston North   

President: Maryanne Mechen  

Vice President: Yvonne Hocken       

Secretary/membership: Lauren Francis (euterpe@xtra.co.nz) 

Treasurer: Michelle Bowater  

Newsletter Editor : Kathy Geange 

Facebook: Palmerston North Dance Association  

Website : PNDA.nz  


