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2015 Presidents Report - Maryanne Mechen 
Greetings everyone, 

  

September has arrived and with it, daffodils, blossoms and the PNDA competition 
festival. The Globe Theatre is bursting at its seams with a record numbers of   
dancers this year. 

We are very fortunate to have such a large number of dance schools in our region, 
particularly in Palmerston North City. Especially exciting is that many of these 
dance schools have dance teachers who are very committed to preparing their 
dance students for PNDA competitions. We have many competitors from outside 
our region participating, but it is our own local dance schools that provide the    
solid base for our competition festival 

This commitment from local dance teachers is keeping a legacy from the past 
alive - local dance teachers in the early 1970s provided the impetus for the       
formation of the Palmerston North Dance Association.  

They responded to the urgent call from Poul Gnatt, founder of the Royal NZ Ballet 
Company, to raise money for the company. His call went out far and wide around 
the country .The ballet company was in serious financial difficulties. The response 
from local dance teachers and their dance schools was so resoundingly successful 
that they were encouraged to keep working together. With the support of the 
Palmerston North Arts Council, the working group was formalised and the     
Palmerston North Dance Association was formed in 1973. 

One of the founding objectives of the PNDA and very much the guiding principle 
today is to encourage, foster and promote the practice and appreciation of all 
dance forms and to encourage a collegiality amongst dancer’s, teachers and     
associates.  

The Association went into recess in 1991 and reformed under the same name in 
1999. The rebirth of the association was celebrated by a Dance 2000 concert. This 
has become the series of concerts held on alternate years involving all the local 
dance schools - the next being Dance 2016 next June. During the alternate years 
the PNDA offer Dance Workshops and award incentive scholarships, funds        
permitting.   

In June this year we offered Ballet and Contemporary dance workshops. Local 
dance teacher Dean McKerras kindly donated the use of his studios. Turid 
Revfeim, ex ballet mistress from the Royal NZ Ballet Company, ran the Ballet 
workshop and Anita Hunziker, tutor from the NZ School of Dance, ran the        
Contemporary workshop. We are very lucky to have access to the Ballet Company 
and the School of Dance tutors. This cooperation with the local dance              
communities is something that was developed in the very early days of the NZ 
Royal Ballet Company, recognising the mutual benefits to be gained by supporting 
both teachers and young dancers at the local level. 

 



 Today the Association’s membership reflects the original intention at the time 
of formation - consisting of teachers and students (past and present), parents 
and supporters involved in classical ballet, contemporary, modern jazz, hip-hop, 
tap and traditional Irish dance, musical theatre and others. 

We are a member society of PACANZ (Performing Arts Competitions Association 
of NZ formed in 1966). PACANZ have held the National Young Performer awards 
each year in October since 1977. They came to Palmerston North last year and 
are to be held on 17th and 18th October again this year at the Regent on Broad-
way. The PNDA, along with the Manawatu Performing Arts Competition Society 
(MPACS) are hosting the awards in our city. 

 All performers are nominated by member societies across New Zealand . There 
are eight art forms, four of which occur on alternate years. This year we have 
Modern Dance, Highland, Speech and Drama and Instrumental. Next year it will 
be Ballet, Tap, Piano and Vocal. 

The PNDA yearly programme involves two dance competitions: a Restricted 
Competition for first time performers and non-winners in March (at this        
competition we hold our PACANZ nomination event) and this six-day open   
competition festival held in September / October which is upon us now. 

We established the Monica Skinner Scholarship for tertiary study in 2010. This, 
funds permitting, is awarded yearly to a local dancer embarking on tertiary 
dance studies. Last year we had two recipients of equal merit:  Michelle Geange 

and Emily Hancock. Entries for the scholarship will be made available to teachers at 
our Gala Event on Monday 28th September. 

 This year we are awarding life membership to two of our members in recognition of 
outstanding service to the Palmerston North Dance Association. Michelle Robinson 
and Yvonne Hocken will be known to many of you. Michelle is currently the Dance 
Teacher Representative on the PNDA Committee and has been a member of the 

PNDA since its formation. Yvonne is currently the Committees’ Vice President. She has 
served several terms as President and is the adjudicator’s writer at our competitions. 
She has also been a member of the PNDA since its formation. 

Our Patron Sir Jon Trimmer will be in attendance at our Gala Event to present Michelle 
and Yvonne with their life memberships. All PNDA members are welcome to attend. 

Thank you to everyone who has given us support over the past year and in previous 
years. Our success depends on you. We have a proud and exciting history and much to 
look forward to in the future. Our newsletter is testimony to that. 



I am close to completing my first year of tertiary 
study in the Bachelor of Performing and Screen 
Arts, majoring in Contemporary Dance at Unitec in 
Auckland. 
The course is very busy, involving study in many 
subjects including anatomy and nutrition as well as 
often dancing six hours a day. Although this is 
sometimes a challenge, I am enjoying every minute 
of it. Not only do we specialise in contemporary 
dance and learn key things about being a dancer, 
but we also learn about the performing arts industry 
in New Zealand and how we can build a stable   
career by creating our own unique brand. These 
are aspects of the course I can take into all facets 
of life. We also have many guest teachers from the 
industry, for example, just recently we were lucky 
enough to have a forum with the legendary contem-
porary choreographer Stephen Shropshire, who is 
based in the Netherlands. We discussed the ever-
changing dance industry and what it is like to live 
and work as a choreographer internationally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am very grateful for the support I have received from 
the PNDA, this has helped me have the opportunity to 
dance at an elite level and have the chance to make 
my hobby and passion a career.  
 
Emily Hancock 

The MONICA SKINNER SCHOLARSHIP 

EMILY HANCOCK - Contemporary 

Shared by two Recipients in 2014 



MICHELLE GEANGE - Ballet 

Life in Sydney has definitely been a lot to adjust to, learning how to survive on my own, so far 
away from home and in such a big city, but I have loved the   opportunity to train full time at 
Tanya Pearson’s Classical Coaching Academy.  
The training at school is tough but it’s good! The week is very busy, dancing from Monday to 
Saturday with classes in technique, pointe, repertoire, pas de deux and contemporary, and 
we’ve also had lectures in anatomy and nutrition which I have found very valuable! The day 
starts at 8am with Pilates, limber stretch or floor barre as a warm up and then we have an open 
class usually followed by a pointe class before we move into classes in the afternoon which 
vary, day to day.  
While I would love to say this has been the timetable I have followed throughout the year, mine 
has sadly been very different. Starting the year recovering from a stress fracture in my right foot 
meant I was forced to sit out for much of the first term, but what was even more frustrating was 
having pain in my left foot as I was starting to get back into dancing in term 2. This was later 
confirmed as a stress fracture (how someone can manage two stress fractures in the space of 6 
months is quite impressive some would think), and I found myself off dancing for 6 weeks and 
in a moon boot for a month. Four months on I’m finally able to rise again - who would’ve thought 
something so small would be so momentous. I’m still not up to a full class let alone a full day. 
Rather my days are filled with more Pilates exercises than I ever thought existed, hours of 
stretching, physio appointments and the occasional trip to the pool. 
So although it hasn't been the 
smoothest year, and very different 
to what I had imagined when I 
moved here way back in January, 
everyone here has been so       
supportive and I have definitely 
learnt a lot. 
While I’ve sadly missed out on a 
few performance opportunities   
lately, I’ve had the chance to    
compete in my first Esteiddfod      
in a classical group piece                 
choreographed by Wim Broeckx, 
which we placed 1st with, and I’ve also completed my 
mid-year  assessment.  
It has been such a privilege to have Lucinda Dunn (ex 
principal dancer with the Australian Ballet) as my daily 
teacher. She has so much to offer in regards to both  
technique and artistry but also gives us such great       
advice for our future, always reminding us that at the   
end of the day you need to work hard every day, no    
matter how you feel. 
Thank you PNDA - your financial generosity has given  
me this amazing opportunity to receive such a high      
level of training. 
Yours sincerely, Michelle Geange 

Winners of the Senior Open Age Classical Ballet Group - Tanya Pearson CCA 

Michelle 



Brooke Parsons 

Returning year after year to the PNDA 
comps provided me, as a young dancer, 
with invaluable life lessons that I was able 
to apply in my Professional career.  
It challenges you to grow as a dancer 
through competition, giving you the        
opportunity to hone in on performance 
skills. You will improve dance technique 
through dedication to practice and this   
allows confidence in the individual to   
flourish with the network of friends you 
make in this supportive environment. 
 

`We (my sister and I), spent all of our school         
holidays every year at dance competitions, and    
regardless of winning 1st or 2nd place or not being 
placed at all, these competitions always opened up 
our eyes to what other schools were doing and    
created a unity amongst us dancers in part-time 
schools.  It was such an amazing experience to   
perform all those different dances, characters, each 
with a different style, flair and costume. I gained so 
much confidence through performing over the years, 
and in my last year of  competitions I won a       
scholarship that helped fund my 1st year of full-time 
ballet school. I realise that it all still sticks with me 
now in my little invisible `dance tool-belt` that I`m 
always using and referring to in my professional life 
now as an artist`  
Graduate -  IBA International Ballet Academy - Sherilyn     
Kennedy and Carl Myers 

Performer in SOIT Company  

Tessa Martin          
Brussels, Belgium 

PNDA ENDORSEMENTS :) 



Growing up, competing in the PNDA Competi-
tions was a huge highlight in my performing life. 
Palmerston North, being my home town, made 
these comps such a joy to be part of. Being able 
to dance and compete with my best dancing 
friends from the near regions, and performing 
my own solos to my closest friends and family is 
something that, when you reach the profession-
al world, doesn’t happen anymore! I still miss 
these comps but the friendships I made are 
ones that are still so strong, even though I’m 
dancing on the other side of the world! The 
PNDA comps give young dancers a touch of 
healthy competition and confidence which has 
helped me in the performing world! 

Georgia Bergeson  
Hamburg, Germany 

Ashley Hodges 
"I thank the PNDA annual competitions for the 
confidence I have today. In my line of work 
confidence is a must! Always a great past time 
that I dearly miss." 
former Classical student  NZSOD 

Being a participant at PNDA comps 
throughout the years has taught me 
resilience and the importance of    
practice!  I have made so many friends 
and memories at these comps that I 
will keep forever.  
Graduate - Whitireia Diploma of Performing 
Arts (Dance) 

Nicola Morrison 



PNDA competitions positively         
influenced my life in both the dance 
studio and  my social life. The friend-
ships made at dance comps were 
both competitive and supportive. 
Comps were always something to 
strive towards and taught me what 
hard work and dedication can bring.  

Laura Geange 

Hope Jamieson - London 

 

I started competitions at the age of 9 and 
continued right until my final year of school. 
Competitions were always the highlight of 
my weekends and holidays. PNDA helped 
shape my confidence as a performer. My 
involvement with PNDA  prepared me for 
challenging situations I am now facing in my 
career - such as auditions and live stage 
shows. It taught me the discipline it takes to 
succeed and also stimulated my competitive 
nature.    
PNDA definitely added to my passion to 
dance and I am so grateful to have been  
involved with what felt like was my dance 
family. 
Graduate - Dance World Studios. Melbourne 

"PNDA dance competitions have 
helped me gain a lot of confidence 
in performance, and they have     
allowed me to gain close friendships 
with dancers not only from this area 
but around New Zealand and     
overseas as well." 

Brooke Greenfield 

Hope Jamieson       
London 



Michelle Geange 
Sydney 

PNDA comps were always a highlight of the 
year, as it was an opportunity to perform my 
own solos alongside my closest dancing 
friends. More than anything I gained         
valuable performance skills through        
competitions, and  confidence on the stage 
that cannot be taught in the studio. 

Tanya Pearson Classical Coaching Academy 

My very first dance competition was in    
Palmerston North with my cousin Georgia 
doing my hair and makeup and my tutu was a 
smaller version of hers made by Lauren 
Francis. Although we lived in Auckland,  
nearly every year I came to the PNDA comps 
as I found everyone was always so welcom-
ing and friendly and  it was such a bonus to 
dance on tarkett flooring. Thank you PNDA 
for what was always a wonderful competition. 
  
Libby-Rose Niederer                                           
Fulltime Queensland Ballet Senior Program 

Libby-Rose Niederer  
Queensland 

Emily Hancock         
Auckland 

As a young dancer I always looked for-
ward to the annual PNDA competitions. 
To have the experience of dancing on 
stage in front of an audience was hugely 
beneficial and set me up for my future in 
performing. The friendships, laughs and       
memories made it something I will forever 
be grateful for.  
 
Bachelor of Performing and Screen Arts. Unitec 



Wind in the Willows 

The Michelle Robinson                   
Dance Studio has just completed a very successful season of 
Wind in the Willows at the Globe Theatre. Along with an hour long adaptation 
of Kenneth Graham’s classic story; Bal de Vienne, we showcased all the 
classical students, and Mekah Dunn choreographed two items for the Jazz 
students.  Classical Students are now preparing for end of year examinations 
taken by Bobbie Drakeford from the UK who will also be introducing to New 
Zealand the new Intermediate performers syllabus for Theatre Craft (the 
dance component of Musical Theatre)  
The Michelle Robinson Dance Studio accepts classical students from 4 years 
and Jazz students from 6 years.  Phone: 027-2418347 

  
What a crazy, busy and exciting time we have been     
having. Amongst successful Performance & Hip Hop Level 
and classical, contemporary and tap assessment seasons, 
we managed to have students and teachers in Mamma 

Mia at the Regent and Frankenstein at Centrepoint. We have been half time entertainment at the 
Jets to rave reviews and stars of the stage at Bride of the Year. Our competition season has 
been another successful one - our solos, duos, trios and squads coming home with placings   
everywhere they go! Daniel Hardcastle has had huge success at Reach for the Stars and was 
awarded a nomination for Nationals. We are gearing up for ‘Big on Love’ - our end of year show 
at the Regent 30th and 31st October- come join us! 
DanceNZmade- our Interschool event which many of you are involved in will have its huge     
National final Saturday 19th Sept at the Regent. 55 schools from 7 regionals are bringing their 
best to the stage! Its going to be amazing. We are all looking forward to the North Island          
Exchange in the middle weekend of the school holidays - Cameron Smith and Caroline Chu are 
sharing fantastic workshops not to be missed- registrations close 1st October. We are having our 
first South Island Exchange in January 2016 - word has got around and the event is in demand! 
We do have a few spaces left for late     
entries in our competition section - email 
us today! With the new PACANZ group 
section next year, this is a great opportuni-
ty to give your dancers access to time on 
the stunning Regent stage!  

Dean McKerras                        
School of Dance      



Kate Martin School of Dance  
offers High Quality Structured Classes in Ballet, Jazz, Hip 
Hop and Contemporary Dance, We teach from 3 years old to 
Adults! We are currently preparing for our IDTA Ballet and 
Jazz Exams and our NZAMD contemporary exams.  
We will be presenting an End of year Show Case on 12th & 
13th December at the Levin Little Theatre. Last year we had 
a very successful Production "Alice in Dance Land". It was a 
very entertaining twist on Alice in Wonderland. We entered 
our Opening sequence called "Alice's Day Dream" into the 
PNDA competitions and took out the Most Entertaining Item 
Trophy.   
My students have enjoyed participating in the PNDA Ballet 
and Contemporary Dance Workshops this year. We thank 
them for providing these opportunities for local dancers. 

 

  Palmerston North Dance Association  
  P.O. Box 655  

  Palmerston North 4440  

  The PNDA committee invites you to consider joining us as a member. We offer the following benefits: 

 *One free festival pass to our main competitions in September/October (worth $25).  

 *Discounted entry to events including our biennial Workshops or Dance 2000 series.  

 *Invitation to our Gala Evening.  

 *PNDA newsletter celebrating local events and successes.  

 *Consideration for any funding opportunities.  

 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 2016   

 ( Application Form can be found on the PNDA Facebook page or contact Lauren Francis : email euterpe@xtra.co.nz) 
 
 Membership Fee: Teacher Membership $20.00 per year  

 Family Membership $20.00 per year  

 Single Membership $10.00 per year                                 
 

Internet Banking:  
 Westpac 03 1522 0013110 00. 



Maximum Dance Zone had a wonderful  
recital of 'Aladdin's wish' in November of 2014.  We wish well many of our loyal 
seniors who have embarked on their university lives this year and miss their 
cheeky personalities in the studio. 

Our new studio at 188 Cuba Street has worked fabulously this year alongside our 
Victoria Ave studio. The space and outside light is lovely to work in.  

We started the year with 'Sizzling summer dance days' a fantastic holiday       
programme held in January and we look forward to repeating this fun time again 
in future years. 

Miss Maxene and Miss Marian attended a 3 day Advanced 1 ISTD Modern 
course in Auckland in April.  The new work is gorgeous and very challenging.  I 
was lucky enough to travel on to Cairns, Australia to attend a 4 day higher   
teaching course.  This would definitely have to be a highlight of my career.  As 
one of only 3 New Zealander's dancing at the course I felt very privileged to learn 
from such a prestigious tutor - Tereza Theodolou.  I feel very excited to pass on 
all I have learnt to my students - challenged and refreshed. 

Congratulations to students 'Emma Carey' -Contemporary and 'Brianna Searle' - 
Hip hop for receiving nominations to the NZAMD scholarship day. 

We have begun to offer more competition work in the 
school this year and have been thrilled to see the success 
our students are having around the various competitions on 
offer.  We have also introduced Hip Hop and contemporary 
crews into the school. 

With a huge exam session approaching everyone is hard at work preparing and looking forward to our    
exciting recital to be held in November.  

A special Thank you to my wonderful staff - Chanel Saunders, Emma Carey, Kristina Beddis, Sarah Mac-
Donald, Emma Grace Carey, Madeline McHardy and Brianna Searle for your  wonderful enthusiam and 
fabulous teaching :)  I am very proud of all we have and are achieving at Maximum Dance Zone. 

Principal- Maxene Jeffares-Greer 

2015 has been a great year so far. We           
welcomed Nicola Morrison as the jazz and    
contemporary teacher and all the girls have sat 
their NZAMD exams with some dancers        
nominated for Nationals in Wellington. 5 of our 
senior students have received nominations for 
PACANZ in October so we are very excited to 
see them compete. 

The ballet students have their RAD exams   
coming up in September, which they are working 
hard for. 

We will be having two 
showcases this year - 
the Jazz show will be 
in November and the 
ballet show in         
December.     

                                  
(Picture of Miss Ax with the PACANZ nominees) 

2014 Cinderella / Les Sylphides 

Maureen Ax School of Dance  

 



PACANZ 2015 Nominees 
MODERN 

HIGHLAND DANCE 

 

Nicole Harvey                 
Nicole is 17 years old. In 2013  
Nicole won the New Zealand    
Under 16 Championship Title 
and in 2014 won the New Zea-
land Under 18 Championship 
Title. Nicole is a current mem-
ber of the Highland Dance  
Company of New Zealand first 
joining in 2012.  

Sarah Robson        
Sarah is 23 years old. She  com-
menced Highland Dancing at age 
4 from Sherilyn Hall and is now 
learning from Shelley Easton.   
Sarah is actively involved in    
competing and judging and is a 
member of The Highland Dance 
Company of NZ.  

Nominated by                 
Palmerston North Dance     
Association 

Chaolan Zheng 

Meg Morrison 

Nominated by            
Wanganui Competitions 
Society 

Anna Jones 

Kendal Springett 

Nominated by                  
Manawatu Performing Arts           
Competitions Society 

Abby Lohrey 

Charlotte Gilmour 

Nominated by Manawatu Performing Arts Competitions Society 



Ballet           
Championships 

Sept 2014 

Junior 

1st - Emma Bedford 

2nd - Sophie Luoni 

3rd - Danielle Deighton 

Intermediate 

1st -  Matthew Karton 

2nd - Jemima Scott 

3rd - Rimuru Kiritoshi 

Senior 

1st - Jordan McIlwaine 

2nd - Michelle Geange 

3rd - Maia Cotton 

With Patron Sir Jon Trimmer ,   

adjudicator Kerry-Anne Gilberd  

(ex RNZB) and  our Championship 

sponsors - Sugar Plum Fairy Shop 



Jazz            
Championships 

Sept 2014 

Junior 

1st - Austin Rice 

2nd - Matthew Karton 

3rd - Rimuru Kiritoshi 

Intermediate 

1st -  Jordan McIlwaine 

2nd -  Charlotte Gilmour 

3rd -  Anna Dombroski 

Senior 

1st -  Emily Hancock 

2nd - Michelle Geange 

3rd - Tayla Brown 

Photography - Dion Martin 



Upcoming Events 2015/2016 
 

 16th - 18th October 2015 
 
PNDA and MPACS welcome nominees for the 2015 PACANZ National Young Performer Awards 
- Modern Dance, Highland Dance, Acoustic Instrumental and Speech and Drama.                      
Regent on Broadway and the Speirs Centre .  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 9th November 2015 :   
Applications close for the Monica Skinner Memorial Scholarship 
 
 11th-13th March 2016:   
PNDA Restricted Competitions, including nominations offered for the 2016 PACANZ  National 
Young Performer Awards (Ballet and Tap). 
 
 June 2016:   
Dance 2016 Showcase involving all our local Dance Schools. 
 
 September 2016:   
PNDA Competitions: 17th Annual Dance Festival -  Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Contemporary and Hip 
Hop. Gala Event to include Ballet Championships (Sponsored by the Sugar Plum Fairy Shop) 
 
 October 2016:  
PNDA welcomes nominees for the 2016 PACANZ National Young Performer Awards                      
– Ballet, Tap, Pianoforte and Vocal. 
Regent on Broadway 
 
 How to contact us: 
 
President: Maryanne Mechen 06 3563997 
 
Secretary/membership: Lauren Francis 06 3550189 ; email euterpe@xtra.co.nz 
 
Like us on Facebook: Palmerston North Dance Association 
 Magazine Editor - Kathy Geange 

Gala event and Competition photos - Dion Martin 
Front Page photos - Kathy Geange 


